Trusting, Dwelling, Rejoicing in the Word of God

“Be like the Son of Man.
He did not come to be served. Instead, he came to serve others.
He came to give his life as the price
for setting many people free.”
- Matthew 20:28
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Whoever Wants to Be First
The author of the Gospel of Matthew is the Apostle Matthew also known as Levi (Matthew
2:14; Luke 5:27). Matthew means “a gift of God,” but his occupation was a tax collector. He
was outed and called a traitor for collecting taxes for Rome who ruled over Israel at the time.
He lived in a lot of hurt and shame. Matthew writes how Jesus has come into his life and freed
him from sins (Matthew 9:9-13).
While the Gospel of Mark that we meditated on last year puts emphasis on “Jesus as a servant,”
Matthew emphasizes “Jesus as king.” Also, the Gospel of Mark is written for Gentiles, but
Matthew is written for Israelites, which is why it introduces the coming of Jesus as the fulfillment
of the Old Testament prophecies on the coming of the Messiah. The Gospel of Matthew can be
divided into four parts: Jesus’s birth (1:1-4:11), Jesus’ kingship (4:12-11:1), Jesus’ teachings and
oppositions (11:2-25:46), and Jesus’ death and resurrection (chapters 26-28).
Jesus taught and performed many miracles including He fed crowds of people with five
loaves of bread and two fish and also a crowd of people with seven loaves of bread and two
fish. But since Jesus heard Peter’s confession of faith, He began to speak about His suffering
and death. Jesus repeated His teachings of the cross and resurrection three times (16:21;
17:22-23; 20:18-19), but still, the mother of Zebedee’s children approached Jesus with her
sons and asked for positions on the right and left of Jesus in His kingdom. It looked like she
was seeking something spiritual, but she was seeking high positions for her children. The
disciples thought Jesus would become a king of Israel like David, so they expected to receive
high positions once Jesus become a king. Even though they called Jesus “Lord, Lord,” their
true intentions lied elsewhere. They were deceiving others and even themselves.
Jacob and John did not know what they were asking for when they told Jesus they could
drink from His cup. But God remembered their promises and led their lives accordingly.
Jacob became the first martyr when he was slain by Herod Agrippa I, and John was sent to
the island of Patmos in exile. Although they were immature at the time they confessed their
faith to Jesus, God heard their confession and helped them fulfill their calling. Even when our
confessions of faith are incomplete, God hears them and uses us to achieve salvation in the
lives of others.
Jesus says that even if they drink from His cup, only God will decide whether they get to sit
at His right or left. Everything is under God’s sovereignty. Everything is eventually planned
and achieved by God. Despite Jacob and John’s efforts to become the best, the title of Jesus’
greatest disciple is given to Peter. Therefore, we should not compete with each other for a
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better position when we work for God.
Hearing James and John, the other disciples get angry. They are angry thinking their
positions would be threatened by the two brothers. Like the disciples’ fight over who is better
even at the moments of Jesus’ imminent death, we see siblings fighting over their rich parents’
inheritance at their parents’ deathbeds. Jesus calls the disciples and teaches them. He tells them
that they should not be like the people of the world who abuse their authority once they gain
power. Do we live by this teaching? When we gain power, do we think others should serve us
because we are powerful? God’s people should feel uncomfortable when they use their power
over others.
When I was a deaconess, I was not bothered when people said bad things about me, but
after I became a pastor, I was bothered. I would think, ‘Would they treat me like this if I were
a man?’ In these moments, I also realize that I want to be first. Those who are in low positions
ignore other people’s condescending toward them, but those who are in high positions can’t
stand criticism or ridicule. The reason why we seek a higher position is that we don’t know
the secret of God’s kingdom. Envying and hating other people to become better than them
destroys peace in our lives.
“And whoever wants to be first must be your slave – just as the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:27-28)

Whoever wants to be first must be a slave. We are not here to be served but to serve. Being a
slave does not mean obeying someone who is more powerful than us. It is normal for a boss to
be served by his subordinates. But when the boss serves his subordinates, it means something
different. This is what we need to do to spread the gospel in our hierarchical society. The boss
serving his workers, the rational person serving irrational persons, and the oppressed person
serving his oppressors, this is how to become first.
If we want to become first in God’s eyes, not in the world, we should put our life’s purpose into
achieving holiness, just like Jesus taught His disciples on His way to die on the cross. We need to
strive to become servants and let go of our ambition of sitting at the right and left of Christ.
As we start the New Year with the Gospel of Matthew, I hope that all readers of QTin serve
others and become first in God’s eyes.
On a New Years’ morning shining with the glory of Zion,
Chief Director, QTM
Rev. Kim, Yangjae
Publisher's Notes
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How to Use QTin
❶ Pray
Find a quiet place and time, and pray for the
Holy Spirit’s guidance before meditating on
the Bible verses of the day. Pray for God’s
message in the verses.
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❷ Read the Scripture
Read the Scripture carefully. You may
understand it without much knowledge of
the Bible, but it is helpful to consult a Bible
commentary or dictionary to learn about
the background and people for deeper
meditation and abundant application.

❼ Apply
Application is the ultimate aim of QT. Take
notes on what you will do according to the
Scripture of the day, and do your best to
put it into action. In this application, you will
experience revival by the power of God's
word, the best medicine for our sinful life.

❸ Take QT Notes
Make a habit to take notes on your thoughts,
questions, and feelings when reading the
passages. Write down the grace that God
gives you today. It will be your spiritual growth.
❹ Make a Summary
Make a short summary (3 to 4 lines) after
reading the Scripture several times. This
training will help you understand clearly the
message of the day.
❺ Ask
Ask some questions on the verses that
impress you or arouse your curiosity. A deep
meditation begins with a good question.
Thinking with your questions, you can chew
and digest the message that God gives you
in the Bible verses of the day.
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❿
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❽ Pray according to the Scripture
Pray with the Scripture given for the day.
Ask for God’s mercy on your weaknesses,
His help in your application, and His
presence in your life. Also, pray for your
family, church, country, and the world.
❾ Read Interpretation
After meditating on the Bible verses, read
the Interpretation on the back page. The
Holy Spirit will guide you into the truth, as
you are willing to obey his word.
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❻ Meditate
The Bible is not just a history book; it is God’s
word given to us today. We should listen to
and obey it in our daily lives. Listen carefully
what God is saying to you, confess your sins
to God with humble heart, and think about
how you can apply God’s message of the
day to your current situation fraught with
problems.

❿ Share the Grace
Share the grace that the Lord pours out on
you in your family and the small group to
which you belong. You will experience the
blessing of trusting, dwelling, and rejoicing
in the word of God.
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“We re-unified in love,
through QT and our church community!”
Seungtae Moon and Sookyung Kim

Q. Please introduce yourselves to our readers.
Seungtae Moon Hello, my name is Seungtae Moon. I am the fourth sibling out of five in
my family. I grew up in poverty with an alcoholic father. Sober, my father was a ethical man.
But whenever he drank, my father became verbally and physically abusive towards my family.
Seeing my mother struggling to provide for the family while tolerating my father’s abuse, I told
myself that I’d never be like my father as an adult. When I was in high school, I followed my
friend to Catholic church and got baptized. But my reasons for attending church was to follow
my friends, not because I had faith.
I met my future wife at a friend’s wedding when I was 28 years old. We enjoyed drinking
together and our romantic relationship took the next step when we decided to live together and
had a child out of wedlock. Eventually, we got married but I found out that my wife was having
an affair three years into our marriage. I divorced her for abandoning our two young children
and myself. I was filled with resentment and anger and blamed our failed marriage entirely on
my wife’s infidelity. We lost contact for ten years until my now ex-wife reached out randomly
reached out to ask me to attend church with her eight times: four Sunday services and four small
group gatherings. Although my angst resurfaced when she reached out to me, I decided to go
ahead with her request and take revenge after following her to church eight times. I wanted her
to suffer. But since then, I have been attending church for the past fifteen years.
Sookyung Kim Hello, my name is Sookyung Kim. I was born into a fourth-generation

Have you ever felt abandoned, like a tossed wave out at sea? We met a couple that
were reconciled after a decade of feeling lost, resenting God, and abandoning their
faith and families. Today, they testify that instead of resentment towards God, they
have come to understand God’s intentions through participating in QT as well as
serving the church and sharing their faith with their children.
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Christian family. My father passed away from liver cancer when I was nine years old. My
mother, as a widow in her thirties, did not really nurture us. I was always lonely and quiet. After
my middle school graduation, a guy introduced me to alcohol. I liked how talkative and happy I
felt when I was drunk. I liked how alcohol made me a different person. But at a young age, I got
raped so I left the church because I felt as though my parents nor God cared for me. I received
the most attention from others when I was drunk, so I became addicted to alcohol.
At a friend’s wedding, I met my husband who was seven years older than me. We started
drinking together and our relationship was casual, but I suddenly got pregnant, so we got
married. Before I met my husband, I had an abortion when I got pregnant through my exboyfriend. I had told this to my husband once while we were drinking, and he gave me a hard
time with it after we got married. After I gave birth to my first child, my husband threw our kid
when he was drunk shouting, “Whose son is this?” When I was eight months pregnant with
our second child, my husband told me that he had never loved me. That was when I decided to
divorce him. When my daughter was one year old, I divorced him, and for ten years, I met many
men as a divorced woman.

I Love QTin
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Q. When did you come to faith? When did you start QT?

Seungtae Moon I attended Sunday service for the first time in 2008 when my then-exwife asked me to come to church ten years after our divorce. The message that day was “God
created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). It felt like God was telling me that He would
reconstruct our ruined family through the Word. On the following Sunday, there was an altar
call at church. After the sermon, the pastor invited, “Those who decide to accept God as their
Savior, please stand.” As soon as I heard those words, it was as if an invisible force was making
me stand up. That’s when I accepted Christ as my Savior. Since then, I have been living as a
Christian.
I was never good at expressing my thoughts or feelings in front of other people. I started QT
because I thought it would help me communicate better with other people. In 2009, I longed to
read QTs everyday. I still study God’s Word through QTs and thank Him for saving my life. To
show God my appreciation, I have been a part of the church facilities maintenance crew for the
past eight years.
Sookyung Kim After divorcing my husband and
giving up custody of my child, I stopped going
to church and lived as a free spirit in the world.
Eventually, I was overcome with guilt because I was
born into a Christian family. I started to attend spiritual
seminars and prayer gatherings to rediscover my faith.
During my faith journey, I met a couple who invited
me to their church. They were once divorced from each
other but became reconciled. I attended their second
wedding ceremony and the officiating pastor had shared
that divorce is a sin. That message spoke to me deeply.
I started to attend that officiating pastor’s church. After
listening to each sermon, I cried a lot in repentance. I
started to study QT since 2006. Through learning more
of God’s Words, I was able to see my sins more clearly.

Q. Could you tell us of a memorable Bible verse you read during QT that saved your
family?
Seungtae Moon Two passages come to mind for me. The first is the story about
Zelophehad’s daughters. Even though my wife and I got back together and attended church
together, I became an alcoholic who abused my wife verbally and physically. My son couldn’t
10
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stand me, so he ran away from home while my
daughter helplessly watched me hit my wife. Our
son returned home after a year away, but I made
the mistake of threatening my wife and my son
with a knife. So he left again. I started to deeply
regret my actions; regardless, my wife forgave me.
One Wednesday service, the sermon was about
Zelophehad’s daughters (Numbers 27:1-11). Through
the message, I felt as though God was telling me that
if I don’t seek help for my sins, my family cannot be
restored. I confessed the sins I committed against my
family to my church small group and asked for their
prayers. I also signed up for Alcoholics Anonymous
(AA).
The next verse is from 1 Corinthians chapter 13. My son ran away from home, and my
daughter suffered from bipolar disorder and schizophrenia. But still, I blamed everything on
my wife and didn’t think I was responsible. Then one day, my daughter tried to kill herself
by drinking poison. As I was taking her to the emergency room I cried out to God, “If You
save my daughter I will give my life completely to You.” The QT passage that day said, “If I
speak in tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1). After reading this verse, I repented of trying to raise
my children through worldly standards and of my sins against them. Thanks to the prayers of
the church, my daughter got well.
Sookyung Kim I want to share a passage in Exodus from last summer, and Job from 2014.
Although God led me to the promised land to recover my family (Exodus 6:8), things didn’t
get better because of my husband’s jealousy and drinking. We didn’t have money, but my
husband didn’t let me work. I felt like a slave (Exodus 6:9). But even when I have doubts
wondering ‘Does God really know my pain?’ God helps me stay in the Word. This to me
was God remembering His covenant (Exodus 6:5).
When I read the passage “My spirit is broken, my days are cut short, the grave awaits
me” (Job 17:1) during QT, tears flowed from my eyes. It felt like God already knew my
suffering. I thought, ‘I’m not the only one who wanted to die. The Bible understands me.’
As I continued reading that day’s QT passage, I realized how evil and adulterous I was (Job
17:11). I accepted the fact that I would never have called out to God or listened to anyone
if my husband hadn’t given me such a hard time. Since then, I have been confessing how I
I Love QTin
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turned my back on God and abandoned my family and children and obeying God’s Word in
my difficult circumstances.

Q. Have you experienced a change in your life or realized anything through QT?
Seungtae Moon The sins that I have realized through QT are my pride and addiction to
approval. I have always thought “fair is fair” and judged others based on my standard of right
and wrong. As a small group leader, I tried to please my small group members by saying nice
things to them instead of teaching them the Word. Whenever I go astray, my wife helps me get
back on track by comforting me and helping me apply the Word to my life. In the past, I tried to
shut down my wife’s advice, but now I am grateful for her wisdom.
Sookyung Kim My church has loved me in spite of my sins such as abortion, infidelity, and
divorce. Their unconditional love has given me strength to listen to my church’s advice and also
given me courage to reconcile with my family. When my husband and I reunited, he prohibited
me from going outside so I really had nothing else to do but engage in QTs. Life was so hard that
I studied QT from the moment my husband left for work until he came home. Through endless
QT and prayers, God helped me to understand my life’s struggles. It was a miracle. My parents
and my husband never cared for me, but God always had. The more I realized and experienced
Jesus’ love, I gained strength to face difficulties in life. My daughter is currently suffering from
mental illness, but the Lord always provides me with a community I can confide in. God placed
me in my spiritual community in order for me to overcome sin.

Q. “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Who is someone you can serve?
Seungtae Moon When my wife became an elder last year, the first thought that came to
mind was, ‘My life’s going to get harder.’ This is how self-centered I am. When I see my
daughter taking pills every day and getting therapy for her mental illness, I complain to
God, “When will this end?” But now I would like to ask my daughter what kind of dad she
wants me to be and try to become that dad. I want to stop lashing out at my wife and kids and
understand and listen to others rather than judging them based on my own standards.
Sookyung Kim I learned what it means to serve for the first time through my church
community. Whenever my husband hit me, I cried out to my small group members, “Do I still
have to live with him?” The people at our church served my husband and me whenever we
fought with each other. We are now trying to serve other couples like the people who served us.
I think God allowed my daughter to go through mental illness because He couldn’t humble
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me any other way. I thought getting back together with my husband would be harder than
unification between North and South Korea. But God made us get closer through our children’s
problems. Even though it is not easy to take care of my daughter, God gives me the strength to
serve other church members who are suffering.

Q. Do you have any hopes for 2023 in your walk with God? Please share your prayer
requests.
Seungtae Moon I manage a delivery

business with my son. I pray that God helps
me and my son stay healthy and safe and
that my son marries a Christian woman
and starts a family. I also pray that God
heals my daughter’s illness and that my
daughter lives as a child of Christ. Also, I
pray that God grants my wife good health
and wisdom to fulfill her calling.
Sookyung Kim Last summer I attended
the young adult ministry outreach to give
my testimony. I was touched by the honest
stories the young adults shared with me. I
felt a burning passion for them because all
I did when I was a young adult was engage
in sin. I also thought of my daughter, which is in her twenties and battling mental illness. Since
then I started to pray for young adults and hope that God would use their sufferings to fulfill His
work. Also, I pray at the beginning of every year, “Help our family worship You together.” This
is because I know that despite all the illnesses and sufferings that occur in our lives, the most
important thing is to listen to God’s Word and to worship Him.
Thank you for participating in this interview. We hope that the Holy Spirit uses your
testimony as leaves of healing to save other families that are in pain and help them return
to God.
Interview by Yujin Son and Chanyang Jung
Photos by Buyong Song
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The theologian who preached
the community
but did not have one

and second, the society still desires to quench this thirst through community rather than the
efforts or freedom of individuals. America calling Dr. Hauerwas their best theologian despite
his strong opinions against secular values is God’s message towards us to return to worship,
the Scriptures, and our church communities.
Unspeakable Suffering

The Gospel of the Church

We are starting the New Year with the Gospel of Matthew. Unlike other Gospels, the word
“ecclesia” (church) appears twice (Matthew 16:18; 18:17). Theologians call Matthew the
“ecclesiastical gospel” (gospel of the church) because the book teaches about what values
people in the church community should have and how they should live. Matthew urges us to
think deeply about our church community.
We love our church. We expect our church would grow in the Word and become the salt
and light of the world. However, this is not always the reality. There was a time in the late
20th century when about 30% of the Korea population was Christian and the church had a
positive influence on society, but now the church is being criticized. The secularization of
the church is not a problem that exits only in Korea. Secular culture and values are rapidly
spreading across America, which is where modern Christianity was originated. Now Korea
and America face a time when the world is secularizing the church much faster than the
church is evangelizing the world.

Even the best theologian did not grow up in the best family or community. Dr. Hauerwas’s
parents were unable to have children for a long time. His mother read about Hannah,
Samuel’s mother, and prayed to God for a child. Finally, God gave her a child, who was
Dr. Hauerwas. As a son of a bricklayer, Dr. Hauerwas was helping his father laying bricks
since he was seven. He had to work with his father when his friends were out playing.
Even though he came from a difficult background, he did not believe in Jesus until he went
to college. After experiencing many incidents in his life, Dr. Hauerwas studied theology,
philosophy, Christianity, and ethics in college, and got a Ph.D. in Christian ethics.
Dr. Hauerwas, however, had another hardship unknown to many at that time, which was
his wife Anne’s bipolar disorder. Anne thought her husband was ruining her life and had
dilutions of falling in love with her husband’s friends or his coworkers thinking they would
save her.
Anne’s bipolar disorder started ten years into their marriage and continued for 14 years.
At the time, Dr. Hauerwas became a famous theological ethics professor at the University of
Notre Dame, but at home he suffered from his wife’s anxiety and criticism and her dilutions.

America’s Best Theologian

In 2001, Time magazine named Stanley Hauerwas, professor of Theological Ethics at Duke
University, “America’s best theologian.” Dr. Hauerwas was reluctant to accept the title
saying the term “best” is not a theological category, but many people still introduce him as
America’s best theologian quoting Time magazine.
Dr. Hauerwas was openly critical about the lives the people of the American church live
today. He is against the church following the ways of the secular world putting the freedom
and rights of individuals over all other values. He stresses that the Christian life should be
based on the gospel and the church, rather than secular success and personal ethics.
Even though Dr. Hauerwas was against secular values, he still was recognized as the
best theologian in America. From this we can make two assumptions: first, there still exists a
spiritual thirst in America which cannot be satisfied with money, fame, security or pleasure;
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Anne stalked one of his friends, and even broke into his house and waited for him in his
bedroom. When Dr. Hauerwas started teaching at Duke, she left him saying she wanted to
live with the person she loves. Later, after several attempts of suicide, she died in her early
50s due to congestive heart failure.
What It Means to Be a Christian

Dr. Hauerwas confessed he did not have a spiritual community during his time of suffering.
He was a famous scholar who stressed the importance of community, but ironically did not
have a community where he could share his suffering and ask for prayers. It is not easy for
people who are successful or well-off to join a community. Dr. Hauerwas had to endure his
wife’s bipolar disorder alone because he did not have a community.
Eventually Dr. Hauerwas started to seek a spiritual community because of his son Adam.
Raising his teenage son by himself was not easy, so Dr. Hauerwas looked for a community
for him and his son. One day, at a local church event, he met Reverend John Smith at a
restroom. When John Smith told him “You don’t live as you preach,” Dr. Hauerwas decided
to join his church.
Even though he was one of the most famous theologians of the time, Dr. Hauerwas
completed the one-year training course required for newcomers at the church. His 13-yearold son also received training, but wanted to quit when he was told that he had to make a
vow to the church. But Reverend Smith said to him, “No one can become a Christian alone.
Becoming a member of a church means asking for help from other people, and helping
others with what we learn.” With the help of the community, Adam completed training and
officially became a member of the church on Easter Sunday.
Community, a Gift from God

Dr. Hauerwas confessed that after he joined the church community, he met friends who
saved his and his son’s life. Although the pain caused by his wife was threatening their lives,
they could survive because God gave them the gift of friends in their church community. It
is not a coincidence that Dr. Hauerwas’s greatest academic achievements were made during
the time his church was helping him and his son.
Do you have a faith community? Are you isolating yourself from others because you are
afraid to take off your mask? Many people are in grave pain because they are not able to tell
others about their deepest problems. But Christians have a church community where they
can share their pain and suffering under the protection of the Holy Spirit. Our church can
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become our refuge, not because everyone is good or mature, but because the church is the
Lord’s body and the community is based on God’s Word. A church community based on the
Word is a gift from God because it unites different people with the love of the Holy Spirit.
When we share with our spiritual community, our community helps us understand our
lives through the Word. All our tears, sorrows, and scars become jewels through the Word.
It is my hope that all readers of QTin meet a community that praises the God who filled our
lives with these precious jewels, and that all churches become such communities.
“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it.” (Matthew 16:18)
Rev. Heejun Kim
Managing Editor of English QTin series
Ph.D. in Theological Studies, University of Toronto
Author of Reading Stanley Hauerwas
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God’s Unchanging Plan
for Salvation
The phrase “fulfill what the Lord had said” is repeated many times in the Gospel of
Matthew Chapters 1-20
| “This is the Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham”

Matthew (1:22; 2:15, 17-18, 23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17-21; 13:35; 21:4; 27:9). Matthew uses
this phrase to show the connection between Jesus’ ministry and the prophecies of the
Old Testament, so that the readers of Matthew, who were the Israelites at the time, would

Faithful Covenant

understand the gospel better. This logic helped the understanding of the Israelites of the

There is a 400-year gap between Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament, and

time, but it also helps the understanding of all Christians who read the gospel today. God

Matthew, the first book of the New Testament. These silent years are called the “dark

delivers the gospel to us in a language and method that we can understand because He

period.” During these years the fall of Persia, the rise and fall of Greece, and the start of

loves us. He does not force us to believe the gospel. He loves us enough to speak to us in

the Roman Empire happened. God seemed to be silent during the reign of these powerful

our languages and ways that we can easily understand. God invites us to respond to His

nations. However, the genealogy in Matthew chapter 1 shows that Jesus’ family line has

invitation in faith.

continued even during these turbulent times. God walked with His people and continued
His work for the salvation of humanity even during the dark periods in history. This shows
that God’s unwavering love survives dark and desolate times, and all history is under
God’s sovereignty.

The Kingdom of God

Matthew says the coming of Christ is the fulfillment of the covenant and calls Jesus our
Savior, Teacher, and King. The Israelites were under Roman oppression, so they thought
the Messiah would overturn the Roman Empire with political, economic, and military

Fulfillment of the Covenant

power. That is why they did not recognize Jesus or believe Him as the Messiah. Jesus

The main theme of the Gospel of Matthew is “fulfillment of the covenant.” The genealogy

teaches us that the kingdom of God is a place we can go into when we repent (3:2; 4:17),

of Jesus Christ in chapter 1 shows us how Jesus’ family line has continued throughout

become poor in spirit (5:3, 10), and take the humble attitudes of a child (18:4).

the Old Testament, and how God protects His people to fulfill His promise. Jesus’ family

The kingdom of God is gradually revealed in the Gospel of Matthew, as Jesus heads

line is listed in 17 verses. This list starts with Abraham. It is practically a summary of the

to Jerusalem from Galilee. Jesus calls His disciples (4:18-22), shows them the kingdom

entire Old Testament. The promise of the coming of the Messiah is being fulfilled even

of God through teachings and miracles (chapters 4-16), and prepares for His death as he

during the dark period between the Old and New Testament and is eventually achieved

heads to Jerusalem (chapters 16-20). After arriving in Jerusalem, Jesus is crucified by the

in the New Testament. The list includes people who were liars, sinners, and adulterers, as

religious leaders but resurrected (21:1-28:16), and then he goes to Galilee to command

well as Gentiles and women, proving that God’s covenant survives all sins and crises.

His disciples to spread the gospel (28:17-20). Jesus’ life shows that the kingdom of God

Genealogies are usually exaggerated because they are written by people who want to

is completely different from the Roman Empire. An empire rules and oppresses, but the

show off their family history. But Jesus’ geology is written very honestly. It shows that

kingdom of God peaks when Jesus dies on the cross (27:45-50) and is being built through

Jesus came from a family of weak and sinful people, and tells us that Christ is “Immanuel.”

humility and servanthood.

It proves that the essence of God’s love is in Christ Jesus (1:23).
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Trusting, Dwelling, Rejoicing in the Word of God

January Reading Guide

19

Jan u a ry

Readi ng

Gu i d e

The Structure of the Gospel of Matthew

materialistic values of the world. It is difficult to focus on God’s kingdom because it

The repeated phrase “Jesus finished saying these things” classifies Jesus’ teachings in the

seems so vague in a world like this. But the Gospel of Matthew shows us that God’s

five discourses (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). Matthew helps the Israelites understand

kingdom is alive and growing even during times of hardships and difficulties.

Jesus by comparing Him to Moses, and His five discourses to the Five Books of Moses

God shows us how Jesus reveals His kingdom in the Gospel of Matthew and tells

in the Old Testament. The parables on heaven in the discourses show what the Gospel of

us that we should follow Jesus’ footsteps and live as citizens of God’s kingdom. When

Matthew wants to emphasize.

we become followers of Jesus, who tells us to repent and shows us the coming of the
kingdom of God, we live as ones included in the genealogy of Christ, Son of David.
Five Discourses of Jesus

Ch 5-7

Sermon on the Mount

In the New Year 2023, we hope all readers experience the God who is with us and works

Ch 10

Teaching on Mission

for our salvation and also be strengthened by this experience to joyfully read, apply, and
live out the Word.

Ch 13

Parables on Heaven

Ch 18

Teaching on the Church

Ch 24-25

Teaching on the End Times

Rev. Taekjin Won

Jesus is the living proof of the kingdom of God. Jesus reveals the kingdom of God

Senior Pastor of Sungman Presbyterian Church, Uijeongbu
Ph.D. in Worship, Knox College, University of Toronto

through the humility and servanthood he shows us in His life and ministry. However,
not all the people who witnessed Him believed Him to be the Savior. Some questioned
Him, and others like the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law strongly rejected Him. But
the various reactions people had towards Jesus are actually proof of how authentically He
spoke of the gospel and God’s kingdom (chapter 13) because the kingdom of God cannot
be seen or heard by all people that have eyes and ears.
God Is with Us

An important theme of Matthew is “God is with us.” The Gospel of Matthew starts with
Jesus’ genealogy and ends with His resurrection and sending His disciples to spread the
gospel. The keyword of this entire story is “Immanuel.” The Gospel of Matthew shows
that God is with us. Jesus tells His disciples as he sends them on their mission, “Surely I
am with you always” (28:20). Even during dark times, God never leaves His people.
Christians of this day have experienced many years of darkness due to the pandemic.
The pandemic made it hard for us to worship God in the church. We are also living
in a time which faith in God and Christian values are losing ground to the power and
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1
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.”
_ Matthew 6:33
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01
Lord’s Day

The Genealogy of Jesus
Matthew 1:1-17

Scripture Summary
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David and Abraham. The genealogy
starts with Abraham and continues to Joseph and Maria who give birth to Jesus. From Abraham
to David, from David to the Babylonian exile, and from the Babylonian exile to the birth of Jesus
Christ, fourteen generations are in each period.

M'Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Ge 1 Mt 1 Ezr 1 Ac 1

exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.

Son of Abraham and David
1 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham:
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah

and his brothers, 3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 4 Ram the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 Salmon the father
of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of
Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,

Ask

Meditate

Intermarriage
7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father

of Asa, 8 Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram
the father of Uzziah, 9 Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz
the father of Hezekiah, 10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father
of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his
brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.
Jesus Is Born
12 After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father

of Zerubbabel, 13 Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim,
Akim the father of Elihud, 15 Elihud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of
Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband
of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah. 17 Thus there
were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the
Apply
Notes
Genealogy: A description of a family tree or history.
Judah…Tamar (v. 3): Judah was Tamar’s fatherin-law.

Uriah’s wife (v. 6): Bathsheba.
Jeconiah: Another name for “Jehoiachin” which
means “the Lord establishes.”

Pray

Intercessory Prayer: Lord, help us serve the church and its people based on redemptive history, and
continue the genealogy of Jesus by giving and raising spiritual heirs.
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Testimony
Interpretation Matthew 1:1-17

A Family that Raises Spiritual Children

Son of Abraham and David (vv. 1-6)

My grandmother took me to a Buddhist temple when I was young. Later my grandmother converted to Christianity and became a devoted Christian. However, she had
read the Bible and sang hymns all day after returning home from early morning church
service and did not work around the house. This caused conflict between her and my
uncle who was a Buddhist. I also used to think she was selfish and did not listen to her
when she asked me in tears to go to church with her.
After my wife and I got married, our parents started to go to church. I, on the other
hand, followed the pleasures of the world and drank and enjoyed the nightlife thinking
it was a way to succeed in the world. But the relationships I had with the people I
drank with didn’t last long and I was left empty.
I started to go to church long after my grandmother passed away. Even then I
didn’t stop seeking worldly pleasures. This double life of mine made my son become
resentful of the church. I tried to persuade him to return to the church but he called me
a “drunk Christian deacon” and made fun of me. I realized then that he left the church
because I wasn’t a good example for him. This made me quit drinking for the first time
in 38 years.
My son saw that I stopped drinking and said “maybe there is a God” and started
to attend a church small group meeting. He then took the training course and says he
wants to marry a girl at the church. Like Judah said, “She is more righteous than I”
(Genesis 38:26) and gave birth to spiritual children Perez and Zerah through Tamar
(v. 3), my son returned to the church after I confessed my sins to him. I praise God for
making our family one in faith.

The Gospel of Matthew starts with the genealogy of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the descendant
of Abraham and David, and the Messiah who will save mankind. The genealogy lists
Jacob and Judah instead of Esau or Reuben who were firstborn sons. It also includes
women who were gentiles or involved in sexual scandals. Tamar slept with her fatherin-law, Rahab was a prostitute, Ruth was a gentile, and Bathsheba committed adultery
with David. These names show that salvation is given through faith and grace.
What are the biases and prejudices I have towards other people? (vv. 1-6)

Intermarriage (vv. 7-11)

The list includes Manasseh who was one of the evil kings of Israel. God includes him
because, after returning from Babylon, he remembered God’s promise to David and
repented before his death (2 Chronicles 33:12). The kings of the family of Athaliah,
however, are not on the list. King Jehoshaphat of southern Judah, took Athaliah, a nonbeliever, as his daughter-in-law. Because of this, his children are excluded from the
family tree of Jesus. Marrying a person who does not believe in Jesus may keep our
family from passing on the inheritance of salvation.
What are my standards for choosing a spouse for myself or my children? Is it appearance or success,
or faith in Jesus? (vv. 8-9)

Jesus Is Born (vv. 12-17)

The Israelites are called the people of God, but they sin. They are punished because of
this and sent to Babylon as captives. But God does not forget His promise to David and
achieves salvation through Jesus Christ. Even during the time of exile and the period
between the Old and the New Testaments, God continues the genealogy of Jesus through
people whose names we are unfamiliar with. Even when life is hard, God is fulfilling His
promise through me.

by Hyuk Jong Kwon

Do I believe that God will continue His genealogy through me even during difficult times? Who is
the spiritual descendant I need to raise? (v. 16)

Prayer
Lord, forgive me for judging people by their outward appearance based on my presumptions.
Help me let go of my standards of judging people by their looks and abilities. I wish to raise
spiritual descendants to continue a genealogy of faith no matter what circumstance I am in.
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Application
I will pray for my son to complete the next training session he will receive at church.
I will give copies of QTin including my testimony to my colleagues at work who are struggling
with issues with their children.
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Group QT Sharing
C Give You Honor and Praise (vv. 18-20)
God promises to gather those who worry about not being able to
keep the appointed festivals and to give praise, and honor to those
who suffered shame in the world. What they have in common is
their earnest heart toward the Lord. They hope to worship the Lord
in any circumstances they are in. Does my anxiety have anything to
do with worshiping the Lord?

The First Week of January: God Will Take Great Delight in Me
Passage | Zephaniah 3:9-20 (Scripture Reading from December 31st)
Hymn | Bless The Lord O, My Soul

Key Verse

“The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great
delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with
singing.” (Zephaniah 3:17)

01
Opening up

Up until this point in my life, when was I so delighted that I could
not help but rejoice?

02
Understanding
the Word

God will bring salvation after the judgment, and He will remove
all arrogant ones while protecting the remnants. As He will remove
Israel’s punishment and drive out their enemy, He tells us to rejoice
with all your heart. He will also gather those who are worried about
the appointed festivals and restore their fortunes and make them
praised and renowned.

03
Sharing through
the Word

A You Will Be Protected (vv. 9-13)
At the time of judgment, God saves even the Gentiles across the
rivers of Cush. And on that day, only the remnants who trust in the
name of the Lord will be purified and freed from the fear of sin.
What (Whose) protection am I receiving now?

Be Glad and Rejoice (vv. 14-17)
The reason why I can rejoice wholeheartedly is that God has become
King and is with me, and He takes great delight in just my existence
alone. This is only by the grace of God and His unbearable love. Do I
believe that God is pleased just by my being chosen and saved?
B
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Trusting, Dwelling, Rejoicing in the Word of God

04
Interpreting the
Word through
Redemptive History

The day of the Lord is not only a day of judgment but also a day
of salvation for those who believe. At this time, our lips that spoke
of the world will change to worship the Holy God, and those who
humbly look to the Lord will receive protection that no evil forces
can look down on. This is not because there is something good
in me, but because there is the grace of God. Although we have
sinned, because we have been chosen and called only by grace, it
is said that God gives salvation, and He will rejoice with joy and
will be still in His love. All we have to do is believe and follow the
Lord. No matter what indelible sin we have committed, the Lord
will remove the sin and tell us that He will rejoice because of us. As
those who believe that He is my God repent of their sins daily, their
shame and mockery changes and they will gain honor and praise.

05
Praying
with the Word

Individual Lord, as a saved person, purify my lips to become holy
lips that worship You every day. Help me remember Your grace and
live a life that is pleasing to You. Help me realize my sin through the
Word and by going through shame and mockery well, let me receive
honor and praise.
Community God, help our community use the language of salvation
to save souls, not become a community full of worldly words and
values. Let us be pleasing to You by being together with those who
suffer from shame and insult and let us become a community more
committed in worshiping You.

Group QT Sharing

29

MEMO

30

For the Almighty God is our master and rules over our lives,
we are living a blessed life.
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January

02
Monday

Scripture Summary
Mary becomes pregnant with Jesus through the Holy Spirit when she is engaged. Joseph is a
self-righteous man, so he plans to divorce her quietly. An angel appears in his dream and says,
“Do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit,” and Joseph obeys.

Immanuel
Matthew 1:18-25
M'Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Ge 2 Mt 2 Ezr 2 Ac 2

Pregnant Through the Holy Spirit
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the
law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce
her quietly.

Ask

Meditate

He Will Save His People from Their Sins
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream

and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.”
God with Us
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate
their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Apply

Notes
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph (v.
18): The engagement period was one year in the
Jewish tradition. If one person is unfaithful during
this period, that person was divorced or stoned
(Deuteronomy 22:23-24; 24:1).

Immanuel: Meaning “God with us.”

Pray

Intercessory Prayer: Lord, help Christian teachers learn Your will through the Word and obey You even
when they are facing sufferings they do not understand.
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Testimony
Interpretation Matthew 1:18-25

Quietly Trying to Quit

Pregnant Through the Holy Spirit (vv. 18-19)

My parents were not Christian but were good people. They taught me that patience
is important. Whenever problems occurred, I tried to be patient and quietly solve
the problems on my own. Even though I started to go to church after I got married, I
quietly terminated pregnancy without discussing it with my husband, thinking a child
would make it hard for me to succeed in my career (vv. 18-19).
My mother got diagnosed with cancer and passed away six months after her
diagnosis. This was such an unfortunate event to me because she was the one who
took care of our home to help me focus on my work (v. 20). During her funeral I
complained to God, “You should have took my dad instead.”
Then an unexpected thing happened. My father, who used to refuse to go to church,
suddenly decided to go to church after my mother’s funeral. Still, I was reluctant to
visit my father except during holidays or family events, and quietly tried to end my
relationship with him (v. 19). A few years later, my father became ill. I took him to the
hospital and we started to talk again that day. Through our conversations, I realized
that God had chosen my father. When my father passed away the people at my church
went to his funeral rejoicing that he went to heaven (vv. 21-22). As it took 700 years
for Jesus to come to this earth, it took 20 years for my father to come to faith (v. 23).
God made me repent of my sins of quietly terminating my pregnancies and trying
to end my relationship with my parents (v. 20). I pray that I obey God’s Word so
that our family genealogy of faith is passing on my children, my siblings, and my
husband’s family (v. 24).

Joseph does not rebuke Mary about her pregnancy but decides to divorce her quietly.
He plans to cut off his relationship with Mary. Mary waits patiently for God’s guidance.
No one can be righteous on their own. The more good deeds we try to do, the more
helpless we eventually feel. God is the only one who can make us righteous through the
grace and righteousness of the cross. He is the only one who can help us understand the
sufferings that we face in life like conception through the Holy Spirit.
What is the self-righteousness in me that I need to let go of? (v. 19)

He Will Save His People from Their Sins (vv. 20-21)

When Joseph quietly decides to cut off the relationship, an angel comes to him and tells
him Mary is pregnant through the Holy Spirit. When we realize our sufferings come from
the Holy Spirit, we no longer need to be afraid. God sent us Christ Jesus to free us from
sin and bring us salvation. The fearful events that God’s people face can be used to fulfill
God’s work because they come through the Holy Spirit. But to those who do not believe
in Christ, these events are only disgraceful tragedies.
Do I realize and repent that I am a sinner in need of salvation during times of illness and poverty, or do I
only want my suffering to go away? (v. 21)

God with Us (vv. 22-25)

When King Ahaz of South Judah is afraid of Ephraim’s attack, God tells him through
the prophet Isaiah, “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son” (Isaiah 7:14). This
doesn’t mean that he will win the war. It means, “Jesus will come and be with you.
This is a sign.” As the angel tells him to do, Joseph takes Mary with him. When God
speaks to us, we should obey with our actions, and these actions need to be followed by
perseverance.

by Kyung Moon Shin

What are the acts of obedience and perseverance I need to do to follow God’s Word even when I do
not understand why? (vv. 24-25)

Prayer
Lord, I repent of my being self-righteous and trying to solve my problems my own way. Help me
become righteous only in You and obey and persevere even when I am facing a problem I do
not understand.

34

Application
I will invite my younger sibling’s family to church and send them copies of QTin .
I will think again and consult the people at church whenever I want to quietly solve problems on my
own.
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January

03
Tuesday

The Magi Bowed down to Jesus
Matthew 2:1-12

Scripture Summary
During the time of Herod’s reign, Jesus is born in Bethlehem. The Magi from the East follow a
star to find Jesus and bow down to Him. Herod calls for the Magi and tells them to report to him
where Jesus was. The Magi bring Jesus gifts of old, frankincense, and myrrh, and return to their
homeland.

M'Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Ge 3 Mt 3 Ezr 3 Ac 3

Jesus Was Born as the Prophecy Foretold
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi

from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

Ask

Meditate

Herod Is Anxious
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When

he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for
this is what the prophet has written: 6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who
will shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found
out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and
said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so
that I too may go and worship him.”
The Magi Bow down to the Baby
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen

when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their
country by another route.
Apply

Notes
Magi: Wise Men. People who studied the scriptures, sought wisdom, and performed fortune-telling
and the magic arts.

Frankincense: A fragrant substance extracted
from trees, used for sacrifices.

Pray

Myrrh: A fragrant substance extracted from trees
used preservatives to keep bodies from decaying.
Intercessory Prayer: Lord, help leaders like Herod stop seeking the honor and riches of the world and
bow down only to You.
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Testimony
Interpretation Matthew 2:1-12

During the Time of King Herod

Jesus Was Born as the Prophecy Foretold (vv. 1-2)

The time and place of Jesus’ birth do not make sense to me. Why did Jesus have to
be born during the time of an evil king like Herod, in a small town like Bethlehem
(v. 1)? He could have been born during better times, at a place where He could find
powerful people to help Him save the world.
I have lived as a Christian for quite a long time. I pretend not to care for worldly
power or possessions. But I find that the decisions I make eventually are based on
worldly standards. I am looking for a new job because it seems difficult to get a better
position at my company.
Today’s passage makes me think, ‘What does God want for my life?’ After worshiping
Christ, the Magi obey God’s orders not to go to Herod and return home (v. 12). The
Magi put God’s authority over Herod. Like them, I would also like to look only to God.
When would it be easier to look to God and obey Him? During times of prosperity,
or during times of fear and oppression from people like Herod (v. 16)? I think
Jesus was born during the latter because suffering draws us closer to God. I believe
Jesus was born during difficult times to teach me to let go of my idols of power and
prosperity.
The gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh given to Jesus by the Magi symbolize
royal authority, priesthood, and suffering and resurrection (v. 11). I wanted to give my
children only gold. I repent for not making QT a priority and focusing only on giving
my children good things. I hope to become a holy priest for my children and raise them
to endure their sufferings and believe in the resurrection.

Jesus is born in Bethlehem in Judah as is foretold in the Old Testament. This is a time
when King Herod is reigning in the region. Herod is a descendant of Esau and killed his
wife, three sons, brother-in-law, and even his mother-in-law to maintain his reign. This
shows that Jesus comes to this earth at a dangerous time for our salvation. Likewise,
God’s Word better enters our hearts during times of calamity than in times of peace.
During times of hardship, do I rely on God and listen to the Word, or do I avoid people, my
circumstances, and the Word? (vv. 1-2)

Herod Is Anxious (vv. 3-8)

Herod becomes anxious when he hears from the Magi that a king is born. He asks the
Magi to tell him where Jesus is, and he tells them he too will go to worship Him. But
he secretly plans to kill Jesus. A person who says he knows Jesus but does not worship
Him is a person who “knows about Jesus,” but does not really “know Jesus.” Saints
not only have knowledge of Jesus but know Jesus personally.
Do I focus on learning only knowledge of Jesus, or do I strive to know Him personally and worship
Him? (vv. 4-8)

The Magi Bow down to the Baby (vv. 9-12)

The Magi follow a star to find Jesus and worship Him with gifts. “Gold” symbolizes
royal authority, “frankincense” symbolizes priesthood, and “myrrh” symbolizes the
sufferings and resurrection of Christ. Although they are people from another land, they
know Jesus is the Messiah and bow down to Him. Their purpose is solely to worship
Jesus, so they are not tricked by Herod’s lies and return to their homeland. When
worshiping Jesus is not our life’s purpose, we can easily fall into Herod’s trap.

by Seung Woo Lee

What keeps me from bowing down to Jesus and recognizing His authority? (vv. 10-11)

Prayer
Lord, I confess that I say I know You, but do not worship You or obey Your Word. My
knowledge of You is only head knowledge. I want my life’s purpose to be to worship You,
please bring salvation to the people around me.
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Application
I will share my QT meditation with my children after dinner.
I will seek guidance from each day’s QT passage when I talk to my colleagues at work.
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04

Wednesday

God’s Guidance
Matthew 2:13-23

Scripture Summary
An angel of the Lord tells Joseph that Herod is planning to kill his child, so Joseph takes Mary
and his baby to Egypt. Herod finds out that the Magi did not listen to him and kills all the baby
boys under the age of two in Bethlehem and its surrounding areas. After Herod dies, Joseph
returns to Nazareth with his family.

M'Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Ge 4 Mt 4 Ezr 4 Ac 4

Joseph’s Obedience
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,”

he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you,
for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the child
and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death
of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of
Egypt I called my son.”

Ask

Meditate

Herod Kills the Children
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and

he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old
and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what
was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be
comforted, because they are no more.”
He Was a Nazarene
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt
20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for

those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 21 So he got up, took the child
and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was
reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been
warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in
a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he
would be called a Nazarene.
Apply

Notes
A voice is heard in Ramah … refusing to be comforted (v. 18): Refers to the prophecy in Jeremiah
31:15.

Judah, when Rome divided Herod’s land into four
regions after Herod’s death. (Herod’s four sons
ruled each of these four regions.)

Archelaus: The son of Herod and a Samaritan
woman. Brother of Herod Antipas. He was raised
in Rome and ruled over Idumaea, Samaria, and

Galilee: The northern region of Philistine. Where
Jesus spent His childhood.

Pray

Intercessory Prayer: Lord, we pray that missionaries put their faith in You and fulfill the Word by
spreading the gospel.
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Testimony
Interpretation Matthew 2:13-23

Until the Day of Reconciliation

Joseph’s Obedience (vv. 13-15)

My father gave me everything I wanted but did not treat my older brother the same
way. During his adolescence, my brother hated me because of my father’s favoritism.
He hurt me with words like, “I want to hit anyone that looks like you,” or “My life
would be a lot better without you.”
When I was in college, our grandfather got liver cancer and had to live with us.
One day, when I was in the bathroom, my brother had to go to the bathroom fast and
my mother yelled at me to come out of the bathroom because our grandfather was
using the other one. I got so angry that I yelled at my mother for always taking my
brother’s side. At that moment my brother slapped me. I got really angry but I couldn’t
win my brother with force, so I called the police. My brother swore at the police the
entire time they were there.
After this incident, my brother and I stopped talking to each other. I was mad at
my brother for hitting me, but I was madder at my parents for not taking my side. My
brother and I acted as if we were invisible to each other. We did not eat together so my
mother had to serve dinner twice. This was hard for our parents and the entire family.
I know I cannot stay mad at my brother forever. These days God helps me feel
pitiful towards my brother for not knowing Christ. In today’s passage, Joseph escapes
to Egypt and goes to Galilee following God’s orders (vv. 13, 22). I hope someday, God
gives me the heart to forgive my brother, and approach him for reconciliation.

The angel of the Lord tells Joseph that Herod is planning to kill his child, so Joseph
takes Jesus and Mary to Egypt. This is a dangerous journey for a woman who just gives
birth and a baby because the path from Israel to Egypt is a wilderness. Still, Joseph
follows God’s orders. Joseph’s obedience saves humanity. God protects us and achieves
redemption through us when we immediately obey His Word by faith.
Am I hesitant to obey God even after hearing His orders through the Word? (vv. 13-14)

Herod Kills the Children (vv. 16-18)

Herod realizes that he was tricked by the Magi and orders to kill all baby boys under
the age of two in Bethlehem and its surrounding areas. God fulfills Jeremiah’s prophecy
through this (Jeremiah 31:15). The Israelites experienced the death of their children
when the Egyptians killed their firstborn. Both these killings happened during the
times the Israelites had deeply fallen into sins and were idolizing their children. The
genealogy of Jesus is not continued through the successful children we idolize, but
through children who have faith in Christ.
Do I idolize my children thinking it is love? Do I raise them as children of faith, or children of the flesh?
(vv. 17-18)

He Was a Nazarene (vv. 19-23)

After Herod dies, Joseph returns to Israel with Mary and Jesus. However, after hearing
that Archelaus became king, he moves to the Nazareth of Galilee. After His family
settles in Nazareth, Jesus is called a Nazarene. Nazareth is an insignificant and poor
region, but Jesus starts His ministry there. No matter where we are, if we rely on God
and fulfill the role He gives to us, His Word will be achieved throughout the region.

by Soo Hyun Kim

What do I try to do with my own strength instead of waiting for God to guide me through my circumstances? (vv. 19-21)

Prayer
Lord, forgive me for delaying my obedience towards You. Forgive my disbelief. Help me
continue Jesus’ genealogy by raising spiritual children even during times of suffering. I want
to wait for Your guidance and hope that You do Your work through me.
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Application
I will pray for my brother’s salvation for five minutes three times a week.
I will share what I meditate during QT with my parents so that I can apply the Word to my life
daily.
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January

05
Thursday

Prepare the Way for the Lord
Matthew 3:1-12

Scripture Summary
John the Baptist calls out the message of repentance in the wilderness. He is preparing for
the coming of Christ. Many people come to John to be baptized, but when the Pharisees and
Sadducees approach him, John rebukes them strictly.

M'Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Ge 5 Mt 5 Ezr 5 Ac 5

A Voice Calling in the Wilderness
1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and

saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was
spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ” 4 John’s clothes were
made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts
and wild honey.

Ask

Meditate

Fruit in Keeping
5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the

Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 7 But
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing,
he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God
can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
Chaff and Wheat
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more

powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”
Apply

Notes
Pharisees: A group of people who put emphasis
on the law and lived as hypoc r ites. Their
name comes from the Hebrew word perushim
meaning “separate.” This means they separated
themselves from what the law says is unclean.
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Sadducees: A group of people who came from
power ful families of priests. They accepted
only the laws of Moses and did not believe in
the resurrection, so they disagreed with the
Pharisees. They nevertheless joined forces with
the Pharisees to get rid of Jesus in order to keep
their position (Matthew 16:1).

Pray

Intercessory Prayer: Lord, help our leaders bear fruits of repentance and show those fruits in their lives.
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Testimony
Interpretation Matthew 3:1-12

Chaff Dad

A Voice Calling in the Wilderness (vv. 1-4)

My wife and I as doctors worked hard to be professors at a university hospital, so
our kids spent most of their time with their grandparents. I did not know what impact
this would have on our kids. I just thought they would understand some day. I did not
know that those were the “days” (v. 1) I needed to be with my children and thought
everything will turn out fine if I work hard.
However, my wife divorced me after she saw me beat my older teenage son for
rebelling. It felt like the sun, moon, and stars, fell out of my life (Matthew 24:29),
and this incident led me to join a church community. As I read the Word and listened
to the stories of the people in my church, I realized how ignorant I was to my son
and how much my wife suffered because of me. I repented for living like a chaff that
would be burnt in the fire (v. 12). After being baptized with the Word (v. 6), I went to
my older son’s school and gave him a gift and a letter through his school teacher. It
was the first time I reached out to him after the divorce.
I am allowed to meet only my younger son once in two weeks. As John the
Baptist preached about the “day” (v. 1), I will wait for the day I can meet my older
son in person and ask for forgiveness. I repent for my poor thinking like ‘all teenage
boys are like that’ and ‘he will understand me when he gets older’ and will stay alert,
always remembering that the ax is already at the root of the trees (v. 10). I wish to
become a father of faith who plays the role of the priest in the family who produces
fruits of repentance (v. 8).

John’s voice is calling out into the wilderness. His message is, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near.” Like John, we should become voices that call out a message
into this world. We need to tell people to prepare for the coming of Christ rather than
seeking their own path to fame and success. Repentance is different from regret. “Regret”
means mourning over the past, while “repentance” means confessing one’s sin and
deciding to change. The meaning of repentance is to “turn around (make a U-turn).”
Do I call out to the world like John, or do I just lash out in anger? (v. 3)

Fruit in Keeping (vv. 5-10)

Many people come to John the Baptist to confess their sins and be baptized. But when the
Pharisees Sadducees come, John calls them “You brood of vipers!” There are times when
words of conviction should be proclaimed although people do not like to hear them. In
order to bear the fruit of repentance, we need to let go of our pride in thinking we are better
than others and confess our sins and weaknesses.
What are the sins I need to confess in order to be different from the Pharisees and Sadducees?
(vv. 7-8)

Chaff and Wheat (vv. 11-12)

John foretells the coming of Jesus. He says that he baptizes people with water, but Jesus
will baptize them with the Holy Spirit and fire. John is a man like wheat, who accepts
his shortcomings. On the other hand, the Pharisees and Sadducees do not accept their
weaknesses and envy others. When the time comes, God will separate those who will
be saved and those who will be judged. Before that time comes, wheat and chaff exist
together. People who are like chaff challenge us to become wheat.

by Heon Sik Kim

What weakness do I need to confess in order to become wheat and avoid becoming chaff? (v. 12)

Prayer
Lord, have mercy on me who shout out in anger instead of calling out Your message like John.
Help me see my sins and turn from them so that I can also become a voice calling out in the
wilderness. Help me prepare for Your coming and become more like wheat than chaff.
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Application
I will send a letter to my elder son to tell him I love him and ask for forgiveness.
I will hold a family service with my second son once a month and confess my sins and
weaknesses to him.
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January

06
Friday

Jesus who Is Tempted
Matthew 3:13-4:11

Scripture Summary
Jesus is baptized with water by John the Baptist and receives the baptism of the Holy Spirit from
heaven. Jesus, led by the Holy Spirit to the wilderness, receives the temptations of Satan after
starving for forty days. Jesus does not succumb to any temptations and resists the temptations
of Satan with the Word of God.

M'Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Ge 6 Mt 6 Ezr 6 Ac 6

Jesus who Receives Baptism
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But

John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up
out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

Ask

Meditate

Led by the Holy Spirit
1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.

Three Temptations
3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to

become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took him to
the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the
Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “ ‘He will command
his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will
not strike your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do
not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All
this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to
him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve
him only.’ ” 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

Notes
Devil: It means a murderer, which is Satan’s other
name.

Apply

Pray

Holy City (4:5): It refers to the city of Jerusalem.

Intercessory Prayer: Lord, we pray that the next generation of Christians would have the Christian
identity as Your children and overcome the temptations with Your Word amid all the temptations.
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Testimony
Interpretation Matthew 3:13-4:11

The Voice that I need to Hear in the Wilderness

Jesus who Receives Baptism (3:13-17)

As my husband’s company was struggling during the IMF, we decided to file for a fake
divorce. I was led into a church community when I had disagreements with my husband
in economic adversity. Nevertheless, I compared myself with other church members,
and I was hoping that my financial situation would improve. Meanwhile, I was taking
care of my granddaughter on behalf of my third-year high school daughter who gave
birth to a child through premarital pregnancy. During the times my husband who left
home had multiple affairs. Meanwhile, my mother-in-law rebuked me, saying, “Why
nothing is going well since you attended the church? If you did well, why would my
son leave home and have affairs?” (4:6)
After that I went through a series of hysterectomies and breast cancer surgery,
making me hungry days and nights in the wilderness of betrayal and disease (4:1-2). But
thankfully, I was able to be nurtured and cared for by the angelic church community’s
intercessory prayer and nurture (4:4, 7, 10). Thanks to the church community, I repented
with tears and beating of my chest after I realized that I was the one who tested Jesus,
who bore the cross for me, after having been through a disguised divorce for 19 years
and did not keep order and principles and repented with tears in my heart (4:1).
After a while, my husband came back home. Then we filed for a marriage according
to the church community’s instruction that “A family is worth keeping.” That joy
was short-lived. I had acute cholelithiasis and cerebral hemorrhage. I woke up in the
intensive care unit after the surgery and realized that it was the life that I got as a bonus.
Also, as I was looking at other members who were praying for me and standing by me,
I realized and repented that I was the one without love as I was trying to be recognized
by people (4:9). Meanwhile, my mother-in-law who saw me obeying the Word of God
accepted Jesus Christ as her Savior.
I am thankful to God for letting me know that the wilderness-like environment and
people are the temptations God granted, and they are the greatest contributors to me
to meet Jesus. Now, I hope that I would be tested by hearing the voice of Jesus and by
being led by the Holy Spirit (4:1-2).

Baptism is a sign of confessing their sins and receiving forgiveness, and Jesus, the
creator who does not have sin, receives baptism from John the Baptist. As Jesus starts his
ministry, He comes into the order and relationship of this world. In training ourselves,
there is nothing better than obeying the order. The meaning of obeying the world order
is that you deny yourself and take up your cross. In the same way, laying down our pride
or hatred, and repenting on behalf of other people is the way of applying the meaning of
denying oneself and taking up the cross.
What is the order and relationship that I need to obey and follow at my family, school, or workplace?
(3:13)

Led by the Holy Spirit (4:1-2)

After receiving the water baptism, Jesus is led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness. The
way God leads Jesus is the way God leads our lives. Just like Jesus, we are also led by
the Holy Spirit to go into the wilderness of betrayal, the wilderness of poverty, and the
wilderness of disease. However, Jesus fasts and experiences our hunger to sympathize
with the human experience. We feel and sense the grace of God not when we have a
yearning for an amazing miracle but when we have a thirst for wanting a drop of water in
a dry land.
Am I asking God’s will when I am led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness? (4:1)

Three Temptations (4:3-11)

Satan’s first temptation is the temptation of materials. It is about tempting us to get
away from a difficult situation and find a way to escape from a hard life. The second
temptation is mental temptation, which tempts the relationship between God and me. A
relationship becomes stronger to the degree you trust, while it becomes weaker to the
degree you doubt. The third temptation is a spiritual temptation, in which Satan tempts
us to worship the world rather than worshipping God, whispering to us to take the glory
without suffering. However, Jesus resists Satan’s all temptations with the recorded Word
of God.
Do I have the recorded Word of God to overcome the cunning temptations of Satan? (4:4)

Prayer
Lord, I pray that I would be able to obey the order and the relationship even in a nonsensical
situation, just as Jesus came into the relationship and order of this world. Just as Jesus
starved for forty days, I pray that I would ask Your will in the wilderness, proclaim Your Word,
and overcome the temptations and tests.
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by Jinnyeo Jeong

Application
I will listen to not argue with my mother-in-law and sister-in-law who follow salvation by works.
Whenever fear rises within me because of the matter with my daughter, I will read QTin passage
again and pray about it.
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January

07
Saturday

Discern the Time
Matthew 4:12-25

Scripture Summary
After John the Baptist was arrested, the ministry of Jesus begins. As Jesus calls the fishermen
who cast nets, they leave everything behind and become the disciples of Jesus. As Jesus
teaches and proclaims the good news in the synagogues and heals those who are sick, many
people and crowds follow Jesus.

M'Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Ge 7 Mt 7 Ezr 7 Ac 7

Jesus who Waited for His Timing
12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee.

Ask

13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the

area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—16 the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on
those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 17 From that time
on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

Meditate

Follow Me
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon

called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they
were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish
for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there,
he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were
in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
Many Crowds Followed Jesus
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the

good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.
24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill
with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having
seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
Apply

Notes
Capernaum: A village located north of Galilee.
Jesus proclaimed the good news in this area
during his early public ministry.

Pray

Synagogue: A place where Jews gathered to
worship.
Intercessory Prayer: Lord, I pray that the parents in this world would see and follow Jesus, who is the
great light, and live for the gospel.
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Testimony
Interpretation Matthew 4:12-25

A Sin that Finally Came to Be Seen

Jesus who Waited for His Timing (vv. 12-17)

While my father was with his first wife, he raised another family with my mother. After
my mother passed away when I was seven, I grew up under my father’s first wife. Later
I got married to my husband who had once served as a leader of a church college group,
but it was more like marrying a non-Christian. I had to live with my parents-in-law and
support them, and I ran a kindergarten that belonged to a church. Because my husband’s
business failed, I was the breadwinner, and I worked hard in serving the church, and I
became full of self-righteousness.
Even after hearing that John the Baptist was arrested, Jesus withdrew to Galilee,
and John the Baptist must have had a difficult time comprehending what was going on
(v. 12) My daughter, who was a senior in high school living away from me, became the
victim of an assault. I only thought that this happened to my daughter, who was good and
faithful, because my husband did not pick her up, and I failed to think that it was caused
by my deeply rooted unfaithfulness. Because of this event, I came to belong to a church
community in 2005. Through the Word of God, I came to reinterpret my situation, and I
came to realize my own sin of leaving the house because of my conflict with my husband
and of not keeping my place as a mother, especially when my daughter needed me the
most (vv. 16-17).
After closing the kindergarten down, I received an art therapist certification. Because
we had gone completely bankrupt, I was supposed to earn as much money as possible,
but after I heard a story of a North Korean defector from a sermon, I started volunteering
as an art therapist (v. 22). Among the defectors who met the missionary in the process of
coming down to the south and had to memorize the Bible, some still believe in God as the
highest political figure. While I was looking at them, I realized that I also had a deeply
rooted health and wealth gospel, thinking that ‘if I read the Bible and apply it to my life
even by forcing myself, God will one day somehow bless me.’ Nevertheless, I thank Jesus
for being a healer and allowing me to hear the pain of North Korean refugee students
because Jesus treats all kinds of ailments (v. 24) and considers the service I started with
my righteousness as faith as small as a mustard seed.

After Jesus hears that John has been arrested, Jesus goes away. Similarly, Jesus listens to
our prayers but still withdraws sometimes. There are times when our thoughts differ from
God’s. Accepting this means having the perspective of the history of redemption. Jesus
withdraws himself and goes after difficult places. The Bible tells us that the ministry of
Jesus finally begins only after John the Baptist is arrested. John the Baptist is a righteous
man, and only when my human righteousness and humanism are arrested, can Jesus
“finally” work.
When do I not wait for the right time and let my righteousness and zeal take precedence? (vv. 12, 17)

Follow Me (vv. 18-22)

Among many people, Jesus calls the fishermen. Jesus does not choose people based
on their jobs but calls those who are faithful to their jobs. It is not that Simon, Andrew,
James, and John get sick of their job and take this fresh opportunity to follow Jesus.
They do so because they believe that following Jesus is more important than patching
up the net. Likewise, we can only be disciples of Jesus when our value systems change.
Am I doing my work faithfully? What is the net that I must leave to follow Jesus? (vv. 18-21)

Many Crowds Followed Jesus (vv. 23-25)

During Jesus’ ministry of teaching, preaching, and healing, people with various
diseases such as those who are demon-possessed, those who have seizures, and those
who are paralyzed respond to Jesus. People who are suffering become poor in spirit
and earnestly seek Jesus. If we meet God through problems that we cannot handle on
our own, that is a blessing from God. If we acknowledge that we have sicknesses and
follow Jesus, then that is a blessing. All we have to do is to learn as Jesus teaches, listen
as Jesus proclaims, and be healed as Jesus heals.
Is there a disease or weakness in my flesh that I want to hide from other people? Am I witnessing
Jesus through my pain? (vv. 24-25)

Prayer
God, forgive me for living according to what is right in my own eyes without waiting for Your
time, even when Jesus discerned His own timing and waited for His time. Just as people with
various diseases came to Jesus to be healed, when I come to You with my vulnerability and
sorrow, I pray that You will touch me and heal me.
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by Duk Ae Yoon

Application
I will say “Thank you and I’m sorry” and “I love you” to my son and daughter every time I get a
chance.
Without being pretentious, I will share the economic hardship I am experiencing again with my
community.
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